STATE OF VERMONT
HUMAN SERVI CES BOARD
In re Fair Hearing No. 16, 244

)
)
Appeal of g

| NTRCDUCTI ON

The petitioner appeals a decision of the Departnent of

Social Welfare termnating her eligibility for VHAP benefits.

FI NDI NGS OF FACT

1. The petitioner is a forty-five-year-old single wonman
who took a nedical |eave from state governnent on Septenber
30, 1999. As she had no inconme at that time, she applied for
and was found eligible for VHAP benefits. She apparently
coul d have continued receiving health benefits under a COBRA
pl an through the state at that tinme but opted not to because
she could not afford the $80 per nonth prem um and had al r eady
been found eligible for VHAP

2. During Novenber of 1999, the petitioner started to
recei ve unenpl oynent conpensation benefits of $241 per week.
She reported this to the Departnent and was notified that as
of Decenber 31, 1999 she would no | onger be eligible for VHAP

benefits because she was over incone. The Departnent nmade
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this decision after conparing her $1,036.30 nonthly incone
($241 x 4.3 weeks) to the maxi num of $1,030.00 for a single
per son.

3. The petitioner does not disagree with the
Departnent’s figures but asks if sonme exception can be made
because she is only $6.30 over the maxi mum She has asked the
Department of Enploynent and Training if she can reduce her
benefit by a few dollars per nonth so she can still get health
benefits and they have been unable to take that step. Her

benefits will run out in eight nore weeks.

ORDER

The decision of the Departnent is affirned.

REASONS

The VHAP program counts all earned and unearned incone on
a nonthly basis which is determ ned by nmultiplying the weekly
incone by 4.3. WA M 400l.81. Unenploynent conpensation is
specifically included as countabl e unearned inconre. WA M
4001.81 (b). Deductions are available only from earned i ncone
for enpl oynent and dependent care expenses, neither of which
is applicable here. WA M 4001.81(e) and (f). This incone

must be conpared to the applicable incone test and if the
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incone is over the test anount the applicant cannot be found
eligible. WA M 4001.83 and 84. The maxi num anount for a
househol d of one is $1,030. P-2420B(6). Even though the
petitioner is only $6.30 over the maxi mum under the rules she
is still ineligible and the Departnent’s decision nust be
affirmed. The Board is not allowed to make exceptions to
these limts. 3 V.S A § 3091(d).

The petitioner has been made aware that the standards are
re-adjusted as of April 1 every year to reflect changes in the
federal poverty levels. (VHAP is extended to persons whose
countabl e incone is 150% or |ess of the federal poverty
level.) The petitioner is urged to reapply at that tine to
see if she might be eligible under the readjusted |evels.?

HHH

! There is no way of predicting what the new anount night be but the
petitioner should note that the eligibility limt for her household size
was raised $23 from April 1, 1998 to April 1, 1999. It is certainly
wort hwhile for her to check into this with the Departnent.



